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Editorial 
Congratulations to all involved with such a successful 

Village Show this year (see reports and photos on pages 
20 and 21). Many people contribute, from the Committee, 
who are preparing through the year (starting in the 
previous Autumn) to the stallholders, exhibitors, 
performers, and those working on the day to set it all up 
and take it all down afterwards.  

Many thanks to everyone who distributes Link every 
month. Some people have been going out in all weathers 
to provide you with your monthly village magazine for 
many years, even decades!  

A reminder that the new advertising year for Link 
starts with the October issue. If you are an existing 
advertiser, you will have received an e-mail from Bruce, 
so don’t forget to renew. If you would like to start 
advertising, see his details below. 

A warm welcome to the new owner of Jolly Olly’s 
Coffee Shop: Debbie Timms. 

Chris Wassell 
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Link Magazine exists to be of service to the 
communities of Oakley, Deane, Newfound, Malshanger 
and Wootton St Lawrence. The sentiments expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editorial team. 
The editors take no responsibility for the accuracy of the 
contents of submissions. 

With the exception of trade ads all other items for 
publication may be made free of charge. Please submit 
articles by the date given below for publication the 
month following. The Link editors reserve the right to 
decline or edit any contributions. 
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NEED 'A' VAN
I’M YOUR MAN

OAKLEY,

Basingstoke,

RG23 7JN

07904 193745

01256 974102

colined57@aol.com

Colin EdwardsMOBILE HAIRDRESSER

MODERN & TRADITIONAL HAIRSTYLING

QUAILIFIED EXPERIENCED STYLIST 

REGULARLY UPDATED TRAINING 

Please call Lorna for a free consultation

Telephone: 01256 782162

Mobile: 07905609456

Email: lornagoodall28@gmail.com 
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Report from the Parish Council  

A 

s we move towards the end of 
the summer, the Parish 
Council would like to thank 

all our local cricket teams for another 
busy season. We hope everyone has 
enjoyed their matches and has made good use of the 
new cricket nets, which we are pleased to see being 
enjoyed by players across the community.  

The football pitches have been maintained and 
prepared for the new season, with our grounds team 
working hard to ensure the facilities are in excellent 
condition for local teams, training sessions and 
matches. We welcome the teams back and wish 
everyone a successful season.  

A big thank you also goes to OCA for organising 
the Village Show. What a great turnout! We would 
like to thank everyone involved for all the planning, 
hard work and effort that went into making the day 
such a success. It was fantastic to see so many 
residents and visitors coming together to enjoy the 
event and celebrate our village community. 

The Parish Council is also continuing to provide 
opportunities for residents to engage directly with 
their councillors. Monthly drop-in sessions at the 
Barley Mow Pub are being arranged, providing an 
informal setting where residents can ask questions, 
share ideas or raise any local concerns.  

Our regular Coffee & Chat sessions at the 
Newfound Pavilion also continue every Thursday 
from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. These friendly, informal 
sessions provide residents with an opportunity to meet 

others, enjoy a chat and raise any questions or 
suggestions with members of the community.  

The Parish Council remains committed to 
maintaining Oakley’s facilities and open spaces, 
supporting community wellbeing and ensuring that 
residents have opportunities to have their say on local 
matters. We would like to thank residents for their 
continued interest, involvement and support.  

Our next Parish Council meeting will take place 
on Thursday 10 September at 7:30 pm at the 
Newfound Pavilion. Residents are very welcome to 
attend the meeting, hear about the work of the Parish 
Council and raise any matters they may wish to bring 
to our attention. 

Kelly Green – Assistant Clerk 

assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk 

 

Oakley Afternoon WI  

O 

n 20 July 2026 Oakley Afternoon WI enjoyed 
a talk by Ruth Kerr entitled Up at the Big 
House. She gave a description of life at 

Glenhouse, an estate in the Scottish Borders owned 
by the famous Tennant family. Members were told of 
life in the house, the history of the family and the 
tragedies that befell them. Princess Margaret was a 
frequent visitor along with others including Lord 
Asquith and Oscar Wilde. 

Members have enjoyed various outings with 
Mervyns Coaches this year including trips to 
Weymouth, Windsor and Bowood House and 
Gardens. Also planned is a theatre trip to see 
Calendar Girls and our annual Christmas lunch at 
Test Valley Golf Club on 9 December 2026. 

There is a busy summer to look forward to as well 
with a garden party, running a stall at the village show 
and trips with Mervyns Coaches. 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of the month at 1:30 pm at East Oakley 
Village Hall (the Green Hut). Visitors are made most 
welcome at the meetings and are also invited to come 
along to the coffee mornings held at the Barley Mow 
on the last Monday of the month. 

The next meeting is on 21 September at East 
Oakley Village Hall (the green hut) at 1:30 pm and 
the speaker is Ann Orr who will give a talk on estate 
planning. 

For further information please email: 
oakleyaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk 

Janie Vickers 

mailto:oakleyaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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Oakley & Deane WI 

O 

ur August meeting was a talk on Mexico City 
- Sights and Customs. The Speaker was our 
own Secretary Barbara Wiseman. Barbara's 

son lives in Mexico and so she has visited Mexico 
City. Barbara gave a lovely insight into some of the 
customs and some of the sights there. She talked 
about the food, including pictures of tortillas, crickets 
and worms amongst others. 

Oakley & Deane had a cake stall at the Village 
Show on 8 August. We have had a stall now for a few 
years and it is a nice way to advertise our WI and 
fundraise. The Members made all the cakes which are 
very popular and sold out. 

Oakley & Deane also have a walking group that 
meets the last Sunday in the month plus other days 
during the month when they can be fitted in. We also 
have a Scrabble group that meets once a month. The 
eating of cake and drinking of tea is involved at this 
meeting.  

Our next meeting, Food and Nutrition by Tara 
Pestell is on 8 September 7:30 pm at Oakley Village 
Hall, Station Road, Oakley.  

All women over 18 are always welcome at our 
meetings to see what we do and what events we 
organise. The entrance is free for your first 2 visits. 
You do not have to be able to make jam or cakes to 
join this WI. So if you are fed up with being indoors 
and feeling lonely, come along. It is a great way to 
make friends, promote women's views and problems. 

Future events and reports on past activities can be 
found on our website oakleydeanewi.weebly.com and 
on our facebook page facebook.com/
oakleyanddeaneWI. We can also be contacted by 
email oakleydeanewi@gmail.com 

Basingstoke Ladies Probus Club moves on 
through the next “Probus” year…. 

T 

he Basingstoke Ladies Probus Club exists to 
bring together a group of people who aim to be 
friends and support each other in whatever way 

they are able. In so doing, the Club provides 
stimulation, interest and friendship to retired and semi
-retired professional and business ladies through a 
programme of monthly meetings, offering the chance 
to meet new people with varied interests and 
experiences during their working lives, hear about 
subjects not otherwise encountered and, most 
importantly, enjoy each other’s company. And with 
the creation of a theatre group, those with that interest 
have enjoyed several local productions. All this while 
also savouring the delights of an excellent lunch 
provided by BCoT’s much-praised restaurant.  

As with every year, this growing club of 
interesting retired and semi-retired ladies took a break 
from their monthly meetings through July and 
August, largely because their wonderful venue, the 
BCoT Restaurant, of course closed – everyone needs 
a break, even their fabulous kitchen and catering staff 
and students! 

Apart from an enjoyable visit in July to observe – 
and even indulge in – the mental gymnastics required 
for Square Dancing, the programme of future 
speakers for the year ’26-27 was finalised and is now 
confirmed as follows: 
20 November ’26 – Fiends and Felons – My Life  
      with Crime 

29 January ’27   – The Saxophone, and My Life as  
      an Army Musician 

26 February ’27 – Travels on a Narrowboat 
19 March ’27   – Dogs for Autism 

30 April ’27   – The Eye and Vision in Art 
21 May ’27    – We Had One of Those! 
18 June ’27   – Mystery Guests! 
July/August     – Summer outing(s)  
24 September ’27 – Black Redcoats – The Corps  
      of Colonial Marines 1814–16 

22 October ’27     – Our AGM – open to all members 

Interested? Curious? Like to know more? 

See retirement as the beginning of another chapter, 
not the end of an interesting life? 

Do contact Admin Secretary, Jane Leese 
(reverendjane@hotmail.co.uk  - 07754 296994) – you 
can be sure of a friendly chat with no obligation to go 
further - or perhaps a desire to discover more.  

Annie Vicars 
 

 

 
THE ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED & 
SEMI-RETIRED PROFESSIONAL 
AND BUSINESS PERSONNEL 
IN LOCALISED CLUBS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

http://oakleydeanewi.weebly.com
http://facebook.com/oakleyanddeaneWI
http://facebook.com/oakleyanddeaneWI
mailto:oakleydeanewi@gmail.com
mailto:reverendjane@hotmail.co.uk%20%20
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PAUL BAKER
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER

FULL CENTRAL HEATING : BATHROOM SUITES

GUTTERING : LEADWORK

FREE ESTIMATES : FULLY INSURED

2 Pardown

Oakley

Basingstoke

Hampshire RG23 7DY

Telephone Home: 01256 780019

Mobile: 07831 447100

ALL  ASPECTS
Painting and Decorating

Dado * Picture Rails * Covering & Papering

No Job Too Big or Small

Fully Insured

Tel. 01256 781928          Mobile 07798 791239

Michael Schofield

TOTALLY AIRPORTS
CARS AND MPV’S FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY

AND BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

AIRPORTS, DOCKS, LONG DISTANCE

01256 371847 or      

07786 546002

Email: mail@airportservice.org.uk

OAKLEY
GAS & HEATING LTD

YOUR LOCAL HEATING & BOILER SPECIALISTS

ALL SERVICES OFFERED

Central heating installations & repair.

Boiler changes, servicing & repair.

Warm air installs, servicing & repair.

Landlords’ certificates, thermostatic radiator valves.
All domestic gas work.

PLEASE CALL GRAHAM ON 01256 782213 OR 07785 794033

104681
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Oakley Ladies  

O 

akley Ladies meet on the third Tuesday of 
each month at St Leonard’s Centre, 7:30 pm - 
9 pm. We are an informal, welcoming, 

friendly group who enjoy a variety of meetings – 
social, craft, talks, topical celebrations, games, 
Christmas meal out, a trip out and, of course, always a 
cuppa and cake! Business matters are kept to a 
minimum. The group is run by a committee, three of 
whom are new this year. We look forward to their 
bright ideas for future meetings! 
September 15: Social evening with a fun game led by 
     Marie. 
October 20: The symbolism of remembrance, a talk. 
November 17:  An evening of Christmas craft 
December: A Christmas meal out. 

If this sounds like the group for you please contact 
Marie 07903368996 or Addie 07989844216 to 
arrange a taster visit. We look forward to welcoming 
you. 

Addie Keenan 

 
Affiliated to Hampshire County 
Federation of the WI 
 

Growing vegetables – and 
friendships at the Rooksdown 

Revellers allotment 

T 

he Rooksdown Revellers WI (RR) allotment 
began with a simple idea: why not turn a much
-admired private allotment into a shared project 

where members could garden together, learn from one 
another and enjoy some time outdoors? 

The idea came about following a meeting at the 
allotment of RR President Pauline, which also 
included a talk from the local 
beekeepers. Several members were 
keen to spend time helping Pauline 
with her plot, which she was 
considering giving up. The Council 
was approached, permission was 
ultimately obtained for Pauline to 
have ‘co-workers’, and the RR 
allotment was born. 

Although the keys arrived late in 
the first year, the members still 
managed to produce beans, 
courgettes, butternut squash, 
tomatoes, onions, garlic and potatoes, 
alongside a huge crop from the 
existing Bramley apple tree. A 
polytunnel was an added bonus. The 
range of produce has also grown and 
now includes carrots, parsnips, 
beetroot, radishes, chard and several 
varieties of tomatoes. 

Now seven members meet on Monday evenings, 
with a watering rota – currently permitted using 
watering cans filled from the troughs – and on 
alternate Saturday mornings for watering, weeding 
and generally catching up over tea and coffee. There 
have been some delicious rewards along the way: jam 
made from the allotment’s fruit once provided the 
centrepiece for a cream tea with homemade scones! 

The group’s plans continue to grow too. A shed 
has been acquired, a greenhouse may soon be added, 
and the members are considering taking on further 
space to increase their crops. 

But the allotment is about much more than 
growing vegetables. The regular sessions have helped 
strengthen friendships within the WI, while links with 
fellow allotment holders have resulted in gardening 
tips, ideas and surplus produce being happily 
exchanged. 

The allotment even provided the venue for a RR 
barbecue in July. Members brought food to share, 
Pauline produced a highly original and safe barbecue 
stand, portable barbecues came into their own, (before 
the commencement of the ban), and everyone enjoyed 
a wonderful get-together. 

Away from the hubbub of everyday life, the 
allotment has become a peaceful place to visit – 
particularly on a summer evening – to listen to the 
birds, enjoy the surroundings and recharge. For the 
Rooksdown Revellers, it seems that while the 
vegetables are flourishing, so too are friendships. 

The allotment is just one of the many sub-groups 
available to RR members. For more information, 
contact Pat at pat.dominey152@icloud.com.   

  Annie Vicars  
 



LINK magazine  11 



LINK magazine 12  

NICK GOODALL PLASTERING

ALL ASPECTS UNDERTAKEN
35 YEARS EXP: FULLY QUALIFIED 

City & Guilds (Award Winner) 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Please call Nick for advice or free estimates

Tel: 01256 782162

Mobile: 07905 609455

Email: nicholas.goodall2@googlemail.com
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Autumn Vaccination Clinics 2026 

W 

e will be holding vaccination clinics across 
Watership Down Health this autumn. If you 
are eligible for a flu vaccination, you will 

receive an invitation by SMS text message, via the 
NHS App or by email over the coming weeks. If you 
have not received your invitation by mid-September, 
please contact the practice to book an appointment. 
As our telephone lines are busiest during the morning, 
your assistance in calling after 2 pm would be 
appreciated.  
We look forward to welcoming you to one of our 
clinics. 
Flu Vaccination Clinics 
Children aged 2–3 years and pregnant women: 
 Saturday 19 September 2026 

 From 8:30 am 

 Available at Overton Surgery and Kingsclere 
Health Centre 

Adults aged 65 years and over, and those aged 18 – 
64 years in an eligible at-risk group: 
 Saturday 3 October 2026 

 Saturday 10 October 2026 

 Available at Overton Surgery and Kingsclere 
Health Centre 

Additional flu clinics will be held at Oakley Surgery 
from mid-October. 
COVID-19 & Flu Vaccination Clinics 

Adults aged 75 years and over: 
 Saturday 3 October 2026 

 Saturday 10 October 2026 

 Available at Overton Surgery and Kingsclere 
Health Centre 

Mental Health Update 

 

GP triage 

GP Triage, our online appointment and care request 
service, is available from 07:00 Monday to Friday. 
Our reception team will continue to be available 
between 08:00 – 18:30 hrs Monday to Friday, for all 
your other medical needs. 
Please note that if you are unable to use the online 
system or do not have digital access, you can let the 
reception team know as they are best placed to help 
you.  

The GP triage system can be accessed via our website 
by one patient at a time only at: 
watershipdownhealth.com  

Please see below for the up-to-date video of the 
upgraded system available via YouTube: 
How to Use GP Triage - For Patients: youtube.com/
watch?v=HQ-f_VmJUBA 

Health kiosks 
The Oakley surgery now has its own health kiosk 
which works the same way as the other kiosks in the 
practice. We encourage patients to use these for a 
range of health checks such as height, weight, blood 
pressure along with questionnaires for issues like 
asthma, mental health, etc. Please note that if the 
appropriate check is completed, the information goes 
directly into the patient’s record and is saved ready 
for our clinical team to review. The kiosks are 
available during surgery hours, no booking needed.  
Patient Participation Group - AGM 

The Patient Participation Group will be holding their 
Annual General Meeting at the Overton surgery 
meeting room on Wednesday, 30 September at 5:30 
pm. All patients in the practice are welcome to attend.  
Did you know? 

On Monday 3 August 2026, we received 639 
telephone calls. 287 patients used our call back 
facility and 276 were successfully called back. 

Heather Mann 
 

Coeliac UK, North Hampshire Group  
Gluten Free Heaven at Thread & Toast 

T 

hread & Toast café at Blandy's Farm 
Malshanger now has all its delicious cakes as 
gluten free. None of those pre-packed tasteless 

little chocolate brownies, or flapjacks which are like 
chewing a piece of oily MDF. They have an amazing 
range featuring such beauties as blackberry and 
pistachio upside-down cake and Snickers cake 
dripping in chocolate. We tried lunch and there were 
GF options aplenty. Well worth a visit if you have 
food allergies or not and they are open every day of 
the week. 
Christmas dinner date confirmed 

Our annual Christmas dinner will be at BCoT on 
Thursday 3 December. The cost for three courses is 
£30.95 per person. You can reserve places by 
emailing northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk 

Next meet-up  
Next meeting Saturday 19 September 10:30 - 12:00 at 
Waitrose café, Basing View.  
Contacts  
 To contact the Local North Hants Group, please 
email northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk  

Join our Facebook page Coeliac UK North 
Hampshire Local Group, or see our events on the 
North Hampshire Coeliac UK website page 
www.coeliac.org.uk/local-groups/north-hampshire  

 Dave West 
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Health & Independent Living 
Support, supporting thousands 
through summer months 

H 

ealth & Independent Living 
Support (HILS) is stepping up support for 
older and vulnerable people during the 

heatwaves and further into the summer months, with 
staff across its services carrying out their usual 
wellbeing checks and providing practical assistance to 
help clients stay safe in the hot weather. HILS will be 
delivering nutritious meals to over 2,936 people over 
the next week. 

Higher temperatures can pose significant health 
risks for older adults, people living with long-term 
health conditions and those who may be socially 
isolated. As a result, HILS teams are taking extra 
steps to ensure clients remain hydrated, comfortable 
and well-supported. 

Every Meals on Wheels delivery includes a 
wellbeing check, allowing staff to assess a person's 
wellbeing and identify any concerns. If a client 
appears unwell or requires additional support, HILS 
can contact next of kin or other support networks 
where appropriate, helping to ensure help is provided 
quickly when needed. 

To further support clients during the hot weather, 
Meals on Wheels drivers are wearing badges 
reminding customers that they can ask for help with 
making a drink. It is a simple initiative that 
encourages people to stay hydrated and reassures 
them that support is available. This commitment 
extends across the organisation, with all HILS staff 
who are visiting clients in their homes taking extra 
time to check on their wellbeing. Staff are 
encouraging people to drink regularly, stay cool and 
seek support if they are feeling unwell. 

Sarah Wren, CEO at Health & Independent Living 
Support, said: 

"The people we support are among 
those most at risk during periods of 
hot weather, so it's vital that we do 
everything we can to help them stay 

safe and well. Our teams are a trusted and familiar 
face, and those regular interactions allow us to 
identify when someone may need additional support. 
Whether it's carrying out a wellbeing check during a 
Meals on Wheels delivery, helping someone access a 
drink, checking that they are comfortable at home, or 
encouraging good hydration habits at our community 
hubs, our priority is making sure people remain 
healthy, safe and independent throughout the warmer 
weather. It’s also important to remember that tea and 
coffee do help people stay hydrated, as do squash, 
milky drinks, ice lollies, and water-rich fruits and 
salads so, if someone doesn’t like drinking water, they 
should drink what they enjoy." 

Health & Independent Living Support is also 
encouraging family members, friends and neighbours 
to check in on older or vulnerable people during 
periods of extreme heat, ensuring they have access to 
drinks, cool environments and any support they need. 

HILS is the UKs largest meals on wheels provider, 
and delivers a range of services throughout 
Hampshire, Hertfordshire, and West Sussex that allow 
older and vulnerable people to live at home 
independently for as long as possible. HILS services 
include hot, nutritious meals on wheels food delivered 
365 days a year, as well as food for people following 
discharge from hospital to allow them to recover well 
at home. We also have our nutrition advice service to 
help prevent malnutrition. 

For more information about Health & Independent 
Living Support and its services, visit www.hils-
uk.org. 

Rhianna Quenault 

Gardening Club August meeting  
We welcomed wildlife photographer Brian Pettit 

to our August meeting, who talked about his 
experiences so far and showed us lovely photos and 
slides of Wildlife of the New Forest. He started with 
the snowdrops where insects were drinking the 
nectar and then went on to the primroses. Brian sits 
for hours waiting for the right moment and took 
photos/slides of all kinds of birds by the rivers and the 
wetlands areas. He also took young badgers coming 

out of their setts for the first time. It was exciting to 
watch. Brian gave an excellent talk and with lots of 
humour (‘ah’ moments). A very good evening’s 
entertainment.  

Next month's meeting is on 7 September 2026 at 
St Leonard’s Hall, Oakley, start time 7:30 pm. Our 
speaker is Souren Ala and he will be talking about 
Persian Gardens. All visitors are very welcome. For 
more information phone Maureen on 780788.  

Diane Green 
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What’s all the buzz about in 
September? 

I n our August article, we talked 
about how honey bees and 
bumblebees ensure the next 

season generation through 
production of queens and drones. 
However, there is a striking 
difference in the way they do this. 
The goal of the bumblebee queens 
is to mate, fatten up for winter 
hibernation, and start her own 
colony in the spring - there is no 
competitive rivalry as the current 
queen dies with her nest and worker bees soon after 
the new queens leave the nest to mate emerge from 
the nest, whereas the queen honeybee lives up to five 
years and any other queen is a “competitor”. The 
existing queen will not kill her daughter but will leave 
the hive after laying several queen cells as part of the 
natural honeybee swarming behaviour.  

Beekeepers manage this by splitting hives and 
creating a “false swarming”. Either approach works as 
the colony is only queen-less for about three weeks. 
When the queens emerge from pupation it’s a 
“stinging” fight to the death with only one victorious 
queen. She leaves the nest for a short period to mate 
with a drone, returning with enough sperm for up to a 
million eggs over a four-to-five-year period. She 
spends the rest of her life in the dark laying eggs and 
being kept and cared for by the worker bees. 

The honeybee and bumblebee drones behave in 
similar ways, leaving the nest and hanging around 
together [similar to young unattached male human 
behaviour!] and it is not yet clear how the virgin 
queens know how or where to go to seek out these 
male gatherings. The only difference is that the 
honeybee queen emergence happens mid-summer 
whilst the bumblebee queen and drones nest departure 
usually happens late-summer.  

What you can do to help: bumblebee queens need 
to fatten up to survive the winter, so consider ensuring 

your garden includes some late 
summer autumn pollinator plants. 
You will be rewarded by the low 
buzzing hum of a queen feeding, as 
well as enjoying the masses of 
drones who hang around waiting 
for the queen! 

Barbara and Kenneth Robson on 
behalf CB400 Foundation 

https://

www.charlesbutler400foundation.org.uk/ 
 

Basingstoke & Deane Recycling sites 

T 

here are recycling sites across the borough 
offering a wide variety of recycling options 
including textiles, footwear, foil and small 

(24cm x 50cm) waste electrical items (WEEE) and 
plastic pots, tubs, trays, tubes and cartons. 
 There are six council-owned recycling sites at: 
• Brighton Hill Parade, Brighton Hill Centre 

• Castons Car Park, New Road 

• Overton Hill Car Park, Overton 

• Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters 
Down 

• The Fieldgate Centre, Kingsclere 

• Winklebury Centre, Winklebury 

New banks for mixed plastics 
We have installed temporary recycling banks at 

our six council-owned recycling sites for mixed 
plastics. 

Hampshire County Council is building a new 
sorting facility which will allow us to collect more 
recyclable items from homes including plastic pots, 
tubs, trays, tubes and cartons from 2028. Residents 
who want to recycle more now can use these banks in 
the meantime. 

Yes please - you can put these clean and empty 
items into the mixed plastic recycling banks: 

plastic pots including yoghurt pots, cosmetic and 
make-up containers and plants pots 

plastic tubs used for ice cream, butter, margarine 
and other spreads 

plastic trays including fruit and vegetable punnets 
or trays from meat, fish or microwaveable meals 

food and drink cartons including Tetra Pak 
plastic tubes used for toothpaste, cosmetics, make

-up or hair conditioners 
No thanks 

rigid plastics like children's toys 
plastic films including bags, liners, polythene and 

cling film 
 Compostable packaging 

https://www.charlesbutler400foundation.org.uk/
https://www.charlesbutler400foundation.org.uk/
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/CCTV
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Surveillance cameras are in place at our six sites 
across the borough 

There are many other externally owned smaller 
recycling sites. Items must be put in the banks, do not 
leave any items on the ground or on top of the banks 
as this is classed as fly-tipping and you could be fined 
or prosecuted. 
Batteries 

Batteries can returned to all large shops and 
supermarkets where batteries are bought. 

A battery bin is located in the reception area of 
Council Offices, London Road, Basingstoke, RG21 
4AH. You can deposit your used batteries during our 
opening hours Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm except on bank holidays. 
Clothing 

In addition to our recycling banks, donations of 
good quality items can be taken to a number of 
charity shops in the borough.  
Household Waste and Recycling Centre (or tip) 

There is one Household Waste Recycling Centre 
(HWRC) in Basingstoke and Deane at Wade Road. 
You will need to register your vehicle and book an 
appointment to visit the tip. 

The HWRC can accept a wider range of materials 
for recycling, including: 

garden waste 
small electrical items 
batteries 
light bulbs 
Appointments can also be booked at any 

Household Waste Recycling Centre in Hampshire. 
 

Oakley Woodlands Group  

I t’s the dog days of summer, 
and the autumn beckons which 
means the OWGers are stirring 

from their summer slumbers and 
heading for the woods. The Oakley 
Woodland Group restarts its new 

season of coppicing with work parties in Cowdown 
Copse. This work is vital to maintain the unique 
habitat of traditional hazel coppice that supports 
endangered species such as dormice.  

Our first work party is on Wednesday 9 between 
ten and one o’clock. We would love to see you there, 
as many hands make light work. The work involves 
cutting down small trees and generally clearing the 
designated area, called a coupe, and securing the 
boundary with dead hedges and temporary fencing to 
protect the new growth.  

The stumps of the cut hazel quickly resprout, but 

the extra light hitting the woodland floor for two or 
three years allows many other species of plants to 
grow up, which in turn supports insects that feed 
birds. Without the coppicing, low light levels inhibit 
the growth of these species and the biodiversity 
decreases.  

So come along and see what we do. We work full 
flexitime, so you can do as little or as much as you 
like. We provide tools, training, biscuits and banter. 
You will find us in Cowdown Copse as shown in the 
diagram on the dates below. See you there!  
Work party dates for September  

Wednesday 9 and 23, Saturday 12 and 26. All 
work parties run 10h to 13h.  

Email: oakleywoodlands@gmail.com 

Alan Merry 

 

Eclipse of the sun, taken by Graeme Hewitt 
Aug 12, 2026 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/CCTV
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/CCTV
https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres
https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres
mailto:oakleywoodlands@gmail.com
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L. D. R

BUILDING SERVICES

Formerly Rounce & Timmins

Extensions                                                                                        Patios                  

Wall & Floor Tiling                                                                        Flat Roofing                      

Kitchens & Bathrooms                                                               Facia & Guttering                         

Painting & Decorating
City & Guild Qualification                                                                                                   25 Years Experience

Phone: 07768 435033                    Email: leerounce@outlook.com

Property Care
Complete Home Maintenance

11 Highland Drive

Oakley

Basingstoke

RG23 7LF

Tel: 01256 780720

Mob: 07933 732108

Carpentry, Decoration, Electrics, Plumbing, Tiling.

Fitted Kitchens / Bathrooms.

General Property Maintenance.

www.propertycare-oakley.com
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Macmillan coffee morning Friday 25 
September 10:00 am to noon  

I am once again hosting a Macmillan coffee 
morning in memory of my late wife Margaret. I am 
registered with Macmillian who were absolutely 
brilliant in the support they gave us during the last 
few months of my wife’s life and I want to give 
something back. 

It will be in my home in a cul-de-sac off Avon 
Road. If you don’t know where I am just email me 
and I will send you details. If you can’t make it but 
would like to donate anyway to such a worthy cause, 
just send me an email and I will send you the bank 
details. 

The coffee morning email address is : 
oakleymacmillan@outlook.com  

Please do support this very worthy cause.  
Peter Humphreys 

Oakley Methodist Church 
All welcome at the Methodist Church coffee 

morning on Tuesday 8 September and Tuesday 22 
September from 10:30 am to 12 noon. £1.50 for a 
bottomless cup of tea or coffee and biscuits. Come 
and meet old friends and new. The charity for the year 
is to be decided. We look forward to welcoming the 
woodland well-being walkers at the end of their walk. 

Trish Kinchington 
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Oakley Village Show 2026 

T 

he best ever? Certainly, we 
recorded the highest ever 
attendance, and judging by 

the atmosphere, people really 
enjoyed themselves. 
The show was opened by our 

MP, Luke Murphy, who then spent time visiting 
the wide variety of stalls, and viewing the 
stunning display of exhibits. 

 Once again, exhibitors did themselves proud. 
Gardeners were able to show some excellent 
examples of fruit, veg and flowers in spite of the 
challenging weather, and cooks braved the heat of 
the kitchen to produce some delicious cakes. (The 
apple and blueberry was very popular, attracting 8 
entries!) In other categories, we again saw just 
how talented people are. Not everyone can win a 

prize or certificate, so thank you to all those who took 
part. 

Out on the field, we were entertained by the 
Basingstoke Silver Band, who brought an appropriate 
traditional 
sound to the 
show, and in 
the arena, 
we 
welcomed 
old and new 
faces with 
Nik Nak,  
the Pop Star 
Academy 
and Louise 
Wesley 
from LW 

Fitness. It was a full afternoon, ending with a Tug of 
War, that might have been skewed slightly to the 
women, but nobody really cared! 

 A show, however, doesn’t just happen. The 
committee works hard for months beforehand to co-

ordinate all that will happen on the day. But the show 
is only on paper until the faithful volunteers turn it 
into a live event. From posting signs to preparing 
judges’ packs, setting out tables to putting up 
gazebos, manning the gate to keeping us safe, it is a 
huge undertaking, and we are truly grateful to each 
person who got stuck in. 

Even then, the show is a non-event unless people 
come and support it, and this you did, with 1,000 of 
you buying programmes, which didn’t include 
children. (The programme doubled as a raffle ticket, 
and we’re pleased to say both prizes were claimed.) It 
was a brilliant turn out and made the show a 
memorable village event. 

Ann Davis on behalf of the 
show committee 
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Oakley Village Show 
The Oakley Village Show not only had some good 
weather on its side, but also a grand display of some 
beautiful cars, including one dark green Jaguar, many 

years old, looking like it had just come off the 
production line. Every conceivable local club from 
Guides, Men's Shed, the Parish Council, crafts, an 
early birthday present for me in the form of whiskey-

flavoured marmalade, to garden plants on display.  
There was some great music from the Basingstoke 

Silver Band playing such popular tunes as Dolly 
Parton's Nine to Five. Youngsters put on a good show 
in the main ring and the ice cream man was simply 
inundated with queues running right across the 
grounds. We arrived early and by first going into the 
halls of vegetable displays, Lego presentations, cakes, 
crafts and photographs, we missed the opening by our 
Labour MP.  

Towards the end of our visit, as we approached 
our final stroll, we could not resist the cake stall - 
Cakes by Maze. Not only does she live almost next 
door, but we were getting close to being last 
customers as most of her selections understandably 
were down to the last couple in the trays - but Maze, 
more AMAZING, simply delicious, I have never had 
cakes like it. My dad, bless him, would have been in 
seventh heaven - well, let’s hope he is. 

Late afternoon, towards the presentation of 
trophies and the tug o' war it seems that the 
attendance was more than anticipated as all tickets 
had been taken and the message was “Let them in for 
free then”. 

To all those who had spent part of the day before 
setting it all up must go tremendous thanks, it was 

certainly a great success. 
Graeme Hewitt 

The Poem that won the Village Show Creative 
Writing class 71 
 
The voice  

O what I wouldn’t give 

to hear your voice just one more time. 
Instead, when the sun slips away 

and surrounding houses draw their curtains 

I struggle on in noiseless solitude. 
Open windows enable me to appreciate 

the company of strangers outside 

even eavesdropping their conversations.  
But in time the footsteps cease 

neighbours’ chatter moves inside their homes 

 while I check for calls not missed 

reread all my friends’ posts   
until my drooping eyelids yell for rest. 
 

Upstairs the quiet 
freezes my heart again 

with no one to complain at 
for toothpaste in the sink 

the seat up on the toilet. 
But it’s the bedroom silence 

which screams loudest  
with the dust on the last book you read 

in which I haven’t turned a page 

and your Armani-infused scarf 
awaiting my embrace. 
 

‘Good night, darling,’ I say 

‘Good night, darling,’ 
you don’t reply. 
 

Catherine Foster 

 

Oakley Show 
prizewnners 

Photos on pages 20 and 21 by Tiffany Wise 
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Mr Flaherty’s Private Theatricals 

M 

r. Flaherty's Private Theatricals is a local 
theatre group which will be 
performing Agatha Christie's A Murder is 
Announced on 12 to 14 November 2026 at 

Central Studio in Basingstoke:  
When a curious newspaper advert announces the 

time and place of a murder, the quiet village of 
Chipping Cleghorn is thrown into chaos. What begins 
as a supposed joke quickly turns deadly, and it’s up to 
the brilliantly perceptive Miss Marple to untangle a 
web of secrets, lies, and unexpected motives.  

Full of sharp wit, suspense and classic Christie 
twists, this is a must‑see mystery for newcomers and 
fans alike. 

Join us for an evening of intrigue, atmosphere, and 
unforgettable storytelling at Central Studio, Queen 
Mary’s College, Cliddesden Rd, Basingstoke RG21 
3HF, 12 to 14 November 2026. 

Tickets £15 from privatetheatricals.ticket-
office.co.uk/#!/Events/from_date:07-11-2026/date:12-

11-2026  
Paul Davies 

 
Overton Choral Society 

A 

fter an extended season, we have now had a 
few weeks’ rest and will be resuming 
rehearsals on September 14 in St Mary’s Hall 

at 7:45 pm. We now embark on our 2026/2027 season 
and, once again, it will be a busy one.  

Some of our members are participating in Voices 
for Hospices in Thornden Hall, Chandler’s Ford, on 
Sunday September 20. The proceeds from this 
performance of Sir Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man 
will benefit all the hospices in Hampshire. If you 
would like to hear this work, please ring 023 8024 
6555 for tickets. We will be supporting St Michael’s 
Hospice as usual at our Christmas concert. More 
about this next month. 

OCS is part of BFoC (Basingstoke Festival of 
Choirs) and, as we are a new committee, things have 
become more active recently. We have several 
workshops and concerts in conjunction with them, 
dates to be finalised. The Mayor’s Carol Service will 
be on December 5.  

Our concert with other choirs of the Hampshire 
Choral Festival will be in Romsey Abbey on Saturday 
15 May when we will perform Charpentier’s Te Deum 
and Mozart’s Requiem under the baton of David 
Burgess.  

And to cap our 2026/27 season we are hoping to 
make a trip to Germany to sing with our friends, 
Sangerkreis Euskirchen, probably late May. This is 
open to all those who have friends in Euskirchen. 

Lyn Hardy, Chair, overtonchoralsoc@gmail.com 

Basingstoke Concert 
Band 

 

Celebrating 50 Years of 
Music 1976-2026 

 

Sunday 20 September 
2026 at 3 pm 

 

The Haymarket 
Theatre  

Wote Street, Basingstoke 
RG21 7NW 

 

Tickets available from: 
01256 844244 or 

www.anvilarts.org.uk 

 

Enjoy a fantastic, feel-good 
selection of music as we mark 
this incredible milestone to-

gether 
 

Don’t miss the celebration – 
come and be part of it!!!! 

https://privatetheatricals.ticket-office.co.uk/#!/Events/from_date:07-11-2026/date:12-11-2026
https://privatetheatricals.ticket-office.co.uk/#!/Events/from_date:07-11-2026/date:12-11-2026
https://privatetheatricals.ticket-office.co.uk/#!/Events/from_date:07-11-2026/date:12-11-2026
http://www.anvilarts.org.uk






http://www.probusbasingstoke.club
mailto:secretaryprobusbasingstoke@outlook.com
https://www.clivefortunebigband.org.uk/?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.hiowaa.org/?utm_source=copilot.com


https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/keep-britains-silk-weaving-heritage-alive
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/keep-britains-silk-weaving-heritage-alive
mailto:info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
https://www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk





























