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LINK magazine 

Link Magazine exists to be of service to the 
communities of Oakley, Deane, Newfound, Malshanger 
and Wootton St Lawrence. The sentiments expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editorial team. 
The editors take no responsibility for the accuracy of 
the contents of submissions.  
 With the exception of trade ads all other items for 
publication may be made free of charge. Please submit 
articles by the date given below for publication the 
month following. The Link editors reserve the right to 
decline or edit any contributions.  
 

Link web-site oakleylink.org.uk 

 

Please e-mail copy to: editor@oakleylink.org.uk   
or post to 8 Caithness Close, Oakley, RG23 7NG  
Deadline for November 2025 issue: 10 October 
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Editorial 
 October is the start of our year for advertisers. We 
would like to thank all who have renewed (some who 
have done so over many years!) and all our new 
advertisers. Also, thanks to Bruce for managing the 
advertising. He has encouraged them by pointing out 
that they can reach 2600 households in Oakley and the 
surrounding area. We are a community magazine, 
including editorial content written by the community 
for the community and read by the community. This 
means that Link is less likely to go straight into the 
recycling bin than any free ’ad mag’.  
 The reason that Link is free to all households is 
because of the revenue from advertisers. Please use the 
Link advertisers whenever possible (using the index 
on page 37 to help you find who you need). You will 
then be more likely to hit on someone reliable than by 
responding to someone coming round knocking on 
doors. When you contact a Link advertiser, please 
mention that you saw their advert in Link. 
 If you would like to advertise in Link for the rest of 
the advertising year, please contact Bruce using the 
details below.  

 Chris Wassell 

oakleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@oakley-link.org
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NEED 'A' VAN
I’M YOUR MAN

OAKLEY,

Basingstoke,

RG23 7JN

07904 193745

01256 974102

colined57@aol.com

Colin EdwardsMOBILE HAIRDRESSER

MODERN & TRADITIONAL HAIRSTYLING

QUAILIFIED EXPERIENCED STYLIST 

REGULARLY UPDATED TRAINING 

Please call Lorna for a free consultation

Telephone: 01256 782162

Mobile: 07905609456

Email: lornagoodall28@gmail.com 
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AdHoc Quiz 
AdHoc are holding another quiz on Friday, 

November 16 at 7:30 pm at the Junior School 
Hall.  Tickets are available from Ian Warner on 01256 
782395 at £6.50 each including a ploughman9s 
supper. 

Derek Burgess 
 
Coffee and Chat  

The Coffee and Chat group celebrated with Mavis 
for her 95th Birthday . She was given a special cake 
with the numbers 95 in candles which she promptly 
turned round and said 8 I9m only 599 

Congratulations to a lovely 
lady. 

Margaret Burgess  
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Report from the Parish Council  

T 

he Parish Council is pleased 
to report that construction of 
the new BMX track at Beach 

Park is progressing well. The project 
remains on schedule with completion 
and an official date is expected later 
this month. Keep your eyes peeled, details will be 
posted on our Facebook page and noticeboards.  
Upcoming November Events  

The annual fireworks display, organised by the 
Oakley Community Association, will take place on 
Sunday 2 November. This family-friendly event 
brings the community together for an evening of 
celebration. Details will be shared from OCA 
themselves in regard to tickets for the event.  

The Oakley Act of Remembrance will be held on 
Sunday 9 November at St John’s Garden of 
Remembrance at 10:45 am. All are invited to join in 
honouring those who have served. Refreshments will 
be available after the service.   

The weekly Coffee and Chat session continues to 
run on Thursday mornings from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm 
at Newfound Pavilion. All residents are welcome to 
drop in—whether to speak with members of the 
Parish Council or simply to enjoy a drink and a 
conversation with fellow community members.  

The Parish Council would like to thank the 
community for its continued support and involvement 
in  these local projects and events. Updates will be 
provided via the Parish Council Facebook page and 
noticeboards.  

Kelly Green - Assistant Clerk  
assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk 

 

It’s Panto time! Well, nearly! And 
what better way to start the 
Christmas season in Oakley than 

with a home-bred hot-off-the press panto from TOPS 

(The Oakley Pantomime Society).  
You won’t get the razzmatazz of the Anvil or the 

big names of a full-blown professional production, 
but you will get a programme full of laughs, local 
references and (sometimes riotous) audience 
participation. Like all pantos it’s designed to appeal to 
all ages with a storyline that will bear a passing 
resemblance to what you’re expecting. The title says 
it all. 

So, come along to Al’s in Wonderland and enjoy 
an evening of fun with others from the village. 

Ann Davis  

Dear Editor 
Marian, my partner, had measles when she was 

young which has badly affected her sight and, having 
recently had cataracts removed, hoping for a miracle, 
she was given a fresh set of varifocal spectacles at 
Specsavers, just not fit for purpose. There was a 
distortion she found. When making tea, the cups 
looked oval. But worse, when navigating any steps 
she found a distortion which was dangerous.  

On a return visit, a technician adjusted the 
spectacles so that they now were high up on her face 
and even worse. Our latest visit to the store and 
another full eye test revealed that there was need for a 
change of lens but as there was no manager on site it 
would mean yet another visit. Meanwhile, these 
existing glasses had to suit. "But what about 
navigating stairs?" Marian asked. "Just take them 
off," she was told. Doh! 

Graeme Hewitt 

mailto:assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk
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NHS App Notifications 

W 

e have been asked by NHS England to ask 
patients to switch on Notifications on their 
NHS App so that they receive notifications. 

To enable notifications in the NHS App, open the 
app, navigate to "More," then "Account and settings," 
and finally "Manage notifications." Toggle on the 
option to "Send me notifications about new 
messages." Ensure notifications are also enabled in 
your device's settings. 
NHS Cervical Screening Programme results 

From September 2025, the NHS plans to start 
sending digital results from the NHS Cervical 
Screening Programme, utilising the NHS App. In 
September 2025, those who have a negative test result 
will be notified of this by an NHS App message. It 
will also appear as an NHS App notification. If the 
NHS App message isn’t read within 72 hours, a letter 
will be sent as a failsafe. 

Abnormal result letters will continue, for the time 
being, to be sent by post. This change follows the 
successful rollout of digital invitations and reminders 
in June 2025. Since the launch, nine out of every 10 
invitations are being sent digitally, with the remainder 
being sent by post. 
 As the abnormal results and failsafe letters are still 
being sent by post it is very important that the practice 
be advised of a change of address as soon as possible. 
This includes patients who move both within and 
outside the practice boundary as it is vital that these 
letters reach you. Equally important, notice is needed 
for patients who move overseas for more than three 
months. We cannot reiterate too much how important 
it is for the practice to have a current address and 
contact details to help you better manage your health. 
Flu Programme Autumn 2025 

Please keep an eye on our Website 
(www.watershipdownhealth.com) for all Flu updates. 
Know the Signs 

We are supporting Wessex Cancer Alliance with 
their awareness campaign, <Know the Signs=. The 
aim of this campaign is to improve people’s 
awareness of the signs and symptoms of cancer. One 
in two people will be diagnosed with cancer in their 
lifetime, so it is really important to know what signs 
to look out for and when to seek advice from your GP 
Practice. Visit their website, for more information and 
support: cancermatterswessex.nhs.uk/know-the-signs 

Heather Bronks 

Coeliac UK North Hampshire Group  
Children’s Christmas party 

Saturday 29 November – save the date. 

T 

his year we are delighted to announce that we 
are planning to hold our children’s Christmas 
party at a trampoline park! Details are still 

being finalised, but the plan is to have exclusive hire 
of the park for a one-hour jump followed by food. As 
we will be making a group booking, we will liaise 
with the venue to arrange payment and booking on 
behalf of all attendees. Prices and exact timings etc 
will be confirmed shortly. 

When: approx. 5:15 pm – 7:15 pm, Saturday 29 
November. 

Where: Atmosphere, Unit B, Daneshill Industrial 
Estate, Rutherford Road, Basingstoke, RG24 8PD. 

If you are interested in attending, please email us 
at northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk so that you are 
first to receive the details once they have been 
confirmed. 
Christmas Dinner 

4 December 2025 

We have provisionally reserved 30 places at the 
BCoT Restaurant, Worting Road, Basingstoke RG21 
8TN for the North Hampshire Coeliac Group annual 
Christmas Dinner on Thursday 4 December 2025. The 
cost for the three-course dinner will be £26.95 per 
person. The BCoT Restaurant Manager has assured us 
that they will make the evening totally gluten free for 
all guests to avoid any risk of cross contamination. 
You can see the menu at The Restaurant at BCoT  

If you would like to join us, please reserve your 
place by contacting us on our email address 
northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk. Further details will 
then be sent out to you nearer the time. We have had 
previous Coeliac Christmas dinners there and been 
delighted with the excellent service and quality of the 
food. 
Next meet-up 

Next meet-up in the Waitrose cafe in Basingstoke 
is on Wednesday 15 October between 10:30 
and12:00. If you haven't joined us before, look out for 
at least one member of our committee wearing a 
bright orange Coeliac UK top. 
Contacts:  

To contact the local North Hants Group, please 
email northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk.  

Join our Facebook page Coeliac UK North 
Hampshire Local Group, or see our events on the 
North Hampshire Coeliac UK website page 
www.coeliac.org.uk/local-groups/north-hampshire  

Dave West 
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PAUL BAKER
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER

FULL CENTRAL HEATING : BATHROOM SUITES

GUTTERING : LEADWORK

FREE ESTIMATES : FULLY INSURED

2 Pardown

Oakley

Basingstoke

Hampshire RG23 7DY

Telephone Home: 01256 780019

Mobile: 07831 447100

ALL  ASPECTS
Painting and Decorating

Dado * Picture Rails * Covering & Papering

No Job Too Big or Small

Fully Insured

Tel. 01256 781928          Mobile 07798 791239

Michael Schofield

TOTALLY AIRPORTS
CARS AND MPV’S FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY

AND BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

AIRPORTS, DOCKS, LONG DISTANCE

01256 371847 or      

07786 546002

Email: mail@airportservice.org.uk

OAKLEY
GAS & HEATING LTD

YOUR LOCAL HEATING & BOILER SPECIALISTS

ALL SERVICES OFFERED

Central heating installations & repair.

Boiler changes, servicing & repair.

Warm air installs, servicing & repair.

Landlords’ certificates, thermostatic radiator valves.
All domestic gas work.

PLEASE CALL GRAHAM ON 01256 782213 OR 07785 794033

104681
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News From Jolly Olly’s Coffee 
Shop 
New Team 
We are delighted to welcome Evie 

and Will to our Saturday team and we are looking 
forward to introducing them to you all.  
Teenage Cancer Trust 

Between October and December we will be 
pulling out all the stops in support of the Rawlings 
Family, Joshua Brownhill and friends in their efforts 
to raise £10,000 for the Teenage Cancer Trust. The 
Rawlings family have recently been through some 
terribly difficult times but have still made time to give 
and support others. You can find out details of their 
fundraising endeavours and more about their story on 
their Just Giving page 6 for Iz (For The Teenage 
Cancer Trust). We also have a collecting tin in the 
shop. From September to December, we will be 
donating all money raised from the sale of second-

hand books to the charity. 
On Friday October 17 we will be holding a quiz 

night. Tables will cost £20 (max four persons) and all 
this money will be donated to the cause. To book a 

table please drop into the shop or telephone 01256 
782658 (cash only please). 

Our knitting club have also generously donated 
£50 so a big <thank you!= to the team and all who 
have purchased knitted goods from our community 
stand. 
Knitting News… 

Stocks are getting low! If anyone has wool they 
would like to donate the team would be delighted! 

Sale! The knitters are offering a discount of 20% 
on all knitted goods through the month of October. 
Profits, as always, will be donated to charity. Cash 
only please. 
Monday Opening 

Our trial period is now complete. I am busy 
number crunching in order to consider the viability of 
continuing. I will keep you posted. 

Please look out for updates on our Facebook and 
Instagram pages. 
Best wishes from the team at Jolly Olly’s Coffee Shop 

32 Oakley Lane, Oakley RG23 7JY (Tel 01256 
782658) 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Trip Advisor 

Oakley and Deane WI 
Oakley and Deane looked forward to the return of 

Jackie Dimmock at the September meeting to speak 
on Part Two of her life in the Police Force. She spoke 
amusingly of her years in the Isle of Wight and this 
area, all illustrated by patchwork pictures which she 
had made. Part Three will certainly be booked next 
year! 

Bookings were made for Bats Come from away in 
November, a visit to the Christmas lights at Kew in 
December and the Christmas dinner at Test Valley 
Golf Club on December 7. Remember the next jumble 
sale on 25 October. Coffee at the 
Barley Mow was enjoyed in August 
and will be repeated in September 
on the fourth Tuesday. Next 
month’s talk is about tinnitus by 
Peter Humphreys at 7:30 pm on 
October 14. 

Oakleydeanewi.weebly.com 
Jean Freeman 

 

Oakley & Deane WI coffee morning 
In August Oakley & Deane WI had their first 

coffee morning at the Barley Mow pub. The landlord, 
David, opened the pub early so we could start at 11 
am. David and Iona were so welcoming and efficient. 
17 members and friends came along and we enjoyed 
the hospitality and each other's company. We will be 
having our coffee mornings there for the next few 
months at least. All are welcome to join us on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month (excluding December) 
from 11 am.  

Oakley & Deane WI, oakleydeanewi@gmail.com 
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NICK GOODALL PLASTERING

ALL ASPECTS UNDERTAKEN
35 YEARS EXP: FULLY QUALIFIED 

City & Guilds (Award Winner) 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Please call Nick for advice or free estimates

Tel: 01256 782162

Mobile: 07905 609455

Email: nicholas.goodall2@googlemail.com
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World Sight Day 2025 

Thursday 9 October, 9 am - 3 pm 

Central Square, Basingstoke 

Over 2 million people in the UK are 
living with sight loss 

43 million people in the world are 
blind 

1.2 billion people need glasses to see better 
World Sight Day, now in its 13th consecutive year, 

comes once again to a stand in Central Square, 
Basingstoke 3 between Primark and Costa - on 
Thursday, 9 October, courtesy of The Basingstoke 
Lions Club and featuring a collection point for 
redundant spectacles of any description, together with 
a display of information regarding sight loss and 
small items of equipment to help the visually 
impaired with some of the practical aspects of daily 
living. 

The unwanted spectacles find new life in some 
form, e.g. <gold= rims melted down and vintage/
designer pairs sold on. The remainder are then sent to 
Medico France in Le Havre where they are cleaned 
and graded, ready for use in eye camps in Africa, 
India and Eastern Europe.  

In addition, a spectacle collection point will be 
available in Morrisons Supermarket from Monday 6 
to Sunday 12 October, for those who might find that 
more convenient. 

Spectacles are the most common and least 
expensive method of correcting refractive errors, the 
largest cause of vision loss. But globally more than 
half of those requiring, for example, near-vision 
spectacles, cannot access them due to factors such as 
poverty, isolation, poor availability, poor access to 
eye heath facilities and lack of awareness.  

On a global scale, the aim of this day, on which 
Lions Clubs around the world conduct various sight-
related projects, is to focus attention on the universal 
issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment 
and so raise awareness of the importance of eye 
health and the need for quality eye care services for 
all.  

Basingstoke Lions Club is delighted to be able to 
offer this service once more to the community. Your 
spectacles need not languish in a drawer 3 please, 
bring them to us! Contact: av@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Ordinary people – amazing things! 
Ann Vicars 

T 

his summer, the UK has had some great 
weather, with numerous heatwaves and long 
dry spells. Of course, that’s not ideal in terms 

of environmental impact4but that, as they say, is a 
whole different box of frogs. 

We have a static caravan in the New Forest and, 
over the years, it has become something of a second 
home4we go there a lot. One of our <go-to= places 
when we’re there is Hengistbury Head near 
Christchurch. It’s a beautiful spot to walk, enjoy the 
beach and nature, and take in sweeping views over the 
harbour. We often bring a flask and just sit, sipping a 
cuppa while bathing in the view. Time slows down, 
relaxation arrives naturally, and even our dog seems 
more chilled! 

A few weeks ago, on a gorgeous cloudless day, we 
decided to head that way again. As I soaked up the 
view, something caught my eye. Around 10 or 15 
people were sitting nearby, and I reckon about two-

thirds of them were staring at their phones. I had the 

urge to walk up to each of them and say, <Can’t it 
wait?= But, as so often happens, what I wanted to do 
and what I actually did were at opposite ends of the 
spectrum. 

Remember lockdown? Who could forget? I was in 
regular contact with friends and family via phone, 
Zoom, social media, and other online platforms. But 
what I missed more than anything was physical, in-

person connection4like an impulsive coffee with a 
mate. Simple things like that. At the time, I vowed 
never to forget that the simplest things are often the 
most precious - but you don’t realise it until they’re 
taken away. 

These days, I’d much rather live in the real world 
of people and nature than be separated from them by 
an electronic screen. In fact, I think I’ll quickly 
update my Facebook status with that profound 
sentence… or maybe I’ll take the dog for a walk in 
the woods first! 

Steve Rebbettes 

We serve 

W O R L D  S I G H T  D A Y 

1.2 billion people 

need YOUR glasses! 
Take your old specs to the  

Basingstoke Lions 

Thursday 9 October 
Central Square, Basingstoke --- 9 am – 3 pm 

or to Morrisons 6 - 12 October 
We can find a home for them! 
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Fitness, Family and Fun 

N 

ow, more than ever, we find ourselves sat 
staring at screens for hours on end. Whether 
in our place of work or at home on the sofa 

doom-scrolling through social media, these habits get 
picked up by our children. So how do we break away 
from our screens? 

 Exercising for many people is the answer. 
Exercise doesn9t have to mean strict routines or 
competitive fitness 4 it can be about having fun as a 
family and finding activities you all enjoy. A game of 
Pickleball or Tennis, Swimming, or perhaps even a 
family spin class, there are endless opportunities to be 
active together. 

Exercising as a family is an opportunity to get 
children off their screens and to spend some quality 
time together. The habits we form early are the ones 
that stick. If children grow up seeing activity as 
enjoyable, they are far more likely to carry those 
positive attitudes into adulthood. By building active 
lifestyles together, you are investing not just in 

physical health, but also in long-term well-being. 
 And when families exercise together, children get 
to see first-hand that being active is fun and 
worthwhile. At the same time, their parents become 
role models, showing that movement isn9t a chore, but 
an enjoyable part of everyday life. And drinking 
water rather than sugary drinks becomes the norm. 

8Fitness9 as an industry appreciates that sometimes 
it9s easier said than done to exercise as a family. 
Which is why it9s always handy to have alternative 
means of keeping kids active and entertained.  

Environments with soft play facilities, or onsite 
childcare, give children the means of burning off their 
endless supply of energy whilst giving parents some 
much needed them time to catch up on their own 
lives.  

Family health clubs which provide facilities for 
both parents and children are a great way of keeping 
exercise fun and building communities. 

Ian Minors, The Beechdown Club 

Halloween – trick or treat? 

H 

alloween is nearly here, and with it comes the 
knock on the door of excited trick or treaters. 
For many families 3 and big kids too 3 it9s a 

fun evening to dress up, share sweets, and enjoy the 
atmosphere. But it9s also important to remember that 
not everyone wants to take part. 

Every year, Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Constabulary 
remind us that, 
while trick or 
treating might 
seem like 
harmless fun, 
it can 
sometimes be 
frightening for 
older or more 
vulnerable 
neighbours. 
 To help, 
I9ve put 
together this 
year9s 
Halloween 
poster for 
Oakley 

Neighbourhood Watch, which 
you9ll find opposite. It9s 
designed so you can simply fold 
and display the side that suits 
you: 
• If you don9t want trick or 

treaters 3 show the <No 
trick or treat= side. You may also want to keep a 
phone nearby, only open the door if you feel 
comfortable and use a chain if you do answer. 

 

• If you9d like to welcome visitors 3 display the 
welcoming side of the poster, or simply place a lit 
pumpkin in your window or doorway. Both are 
clear signs that children and families are welcome 
to call. 

 

To keep it fun for everyone, visit homes with a lit 
pumpkin or the welcoming poster 3 that way you9ll 
know you9re welcome. 
 Whichever option you choose, the key is respect. 
By being clear and thoughtful, we can make sure 
Halloween remains a safe, fun and community-

minded evening for everyone. 
Alex Rowley  

  01256 592443 | ✉️ alex@alexrowley.uk 
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Oakley Methodist Church 
All welcome at the Methodist Church coffee 

morning on Tuesday 14 October and Tuesday 28 
October from 10 am to 12 noon. £1.50 for a 
bottomless cup of tea or coffee and biscuits. Come 
and meet old friends and new. The charity for the year 
is Dementia UK. We look forward to welcoming the 
woodland well-being walkers at the end of their walk. 

Trish Kinchington 

 

Oakley Woodlands Group  

O 

ctober is the time of year 
when the leaves start to 
fall, which allows the 

evergreen species in the woods to 
really stand out. One that can be 
contentious is ivy (Hedera helix).  
There is a thought that this climber 

is harmful to trees, but this is not really correct. Ivy is 
not a parasite, and does not draw any nutrient from 
the trees. It has its own root system, and the hairy 
stem allows it to grip onto surfaces, allowing it to 
climb. It is not, however, totally without problems. 
During winter storms the ivy leaves can catch the 
wind and this combined with the extra weight can 
bring down a tree branch or even the whole tree. 

Ivy is beneficial to the ecosystem of the woods as 
it supports wildlife providing both shelter and food. It 
is one of the latest flowering species which is 
especially important to insects as a late nectar source. 
This is important for bees as they stock up for winter. 
The berries are high in fat and are attractive to many 
species of birds including thrushes, blackcaps, 
woodpigeons and blackbirds. Overall then, ivy is 
good, it just needs to be managed. The ancient Greeks 
and Romans believed that wearing a wreath of ivy 
around on the head would prevent drunkenness. 
Perhaps not something to recommend! 

Our winter work parties are now in full swing. If 
you would like to join us, or just come along for a 
chat and to see if we really do wear crowns of ivy, the 
dates are shown below. 

October work party dates: Saturday 4 and 18, 
Wednesday 8 and 22, 10:00 to 13:00, in Cowdown 
Copse on Pack Lane. 

Email: oakleywoodlands@gmail.com 
Alan Merry 
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Providing treatment for musculoskeletal 

conditions including back, neck & shoulder pain

at Park Farm, off Rectory Road, Oakley RG23 7EH

Tel. Tanya Bray BSc (Hons), Registered Osteopath, on:

07771 534 188 (mob) or email tanyabray@hotmail.co.uk

L. D. R

BUILDING SERVICES

Formerly Rounce & Timmins

Extensions                                                                                        Patios                  

Wall & Floor Tiling                                                                        Flat Roofing                      

Kitchens & Bathrooms                                                               Facia & Guttering                         

Painting & Decorating
City & Guild Qualification                                                                                                   25 Years Experience

Phone: 07768 435033                    Email: leerounce@outlook.com

Property Care
Complete Home Maintenance

11 Highland Drive

Oakley

Basingstoke

RG23 7LF

Tel: 01256 780720

Mob: 07933 732108

Carpentry, Decoration, Electrics, Plumbing, Tiling.

Fitted Kitchens / Bathrooms.

General Property Maintenance.

www.propertycare-oakley.com
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Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School 
Our children are back to pre-school 

after a lovely summer break. 
We9ve said goodbye to some 

familiar faces and have welcomed 

new faces to join the fun. There 

was a moving leavers9 ceremony 
and we wish them all the best at big 

school. 

  

  
Last term, we learned all about people who help us 3 

we even met some firefighters in their fire engine! We 

stayed cool in the heat with some ice cream 3 both real 

and pretend! Zoolab visited us and the children were 
very brave around the creepy crawlies. We also had a 

visit from Pippin the pony, who enjoyed the brushing 

and walks. We rounded off the year with Sports Day, 
which was good fun for everyone 3 parents included!  

Georgia Hawken, Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School 

Secretary 
About Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School: We are a small 

and friendly pre-school located in the Rathbone 

Pavilion of North Waltham. The children who attend 

come from many areas including Oakley, Dummer, 
Hatch Warren, Kempshott and Beggarwood. They all 

agree that the location and wonderful, caring staff 

mean it is more than worth the short journey. To find 

out more, please contact Jo or Fiona on 01256 398 

172. 

Hello from St Leonard9s Pre-School 
POP! We are rehearsing songs for our harvest 

celebration in October at St Leonard9s Church. 
The children will be singing songs including Five fat 

peas, Jumping up and down on a big blue tractor, The 

leaves on the trees are orange and brown and One, 

two, three , four, five, once I caught a fish alive. They 
will also be acting out The enormous turnip, as well as 

giving thanks for a variety of fruit and vegetables. 

Thank you to the Men9s Shed, who repaired our mud 
kitchen area in the summer holidays. The children will 

be digging in the new topsoil to find hidden root 

vegetables 3 carrots, potatoes, parsnips and turnips.  
If you would like to know more about the preschool, 

please contact us on 07772 378265, or email 

preschool@oww.church or look at our website 

stleonards-preschool.co.uk.  
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Caroline Edwards, St Leonard9s Pre-School Manager 

 

 
 

Squirrel Scouts 
We9re thrilled to 

introduce the Squirrel 
Scouts, our newest and 

youngest section at 

Oakley Scout Group, 
welcoming children aged 

435 years old. Since 

launching in May with 12 enthusiastic young people, 

our Squirrels have been busy exploring the world 
around them through nature crafts, bug hunts, fruit 

kebab making and plenty more hands-on fun. This 

term, the Squirrels will be venturing outdoors to take 
part in litter picking and learning about their local 

environment - building curiosity, care and community 

spirit from the start. 

Squirrels meet on Thursdays, 5:30 3 6:30 pm (during 
term time). The group is currently full, but spaces will 

open as children move up to Beavers. To join the 
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waiting list, please get in touch 
at oakley@bwds.org.uk  

Oakley Scout Group is also on the lookout for a group 

lead volunteer - a vital management role that helps 
steer the group behind the scenes. It9s perfect for 

someone who wants to make a big impact without 

needing to attend weekly meetings. Interested in 
shaping the future of Scouting in Oakley? Contact: 

lucinda.seward@hampshirescouts.org.uk 

If you have any questions about Oakley Scout Group 

or want to join, please email oakley@bwds.org.uk  
Helen Meyer 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

On the night of the lunar eclipse and the blood red 

moon, a group of us gathered at the St Johns Road field 
to watch.  After about an hour we were losing any hope 

of seeing anything until suddenly the moon appeared 

over the trees, clearly visible through a break in the 

clouds, so it was cameras and smartphones out as we all 

clicked away for almost an hour. 

John Oakley 
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Oakley Methodist Church Christmas Fayre, 

Saturday 15 November, 10 am - 12 noon 

I'm sorry to mention Christmas so early, but I'm sure 

you will have already seen lots of Christmas adverts, 

especially if you have a mobile phone! I wanted to let 

the people of Oakley know about our Christmas Fayre 
because, once again, it will not only be raising funds 

for the Chapel, but also for several Charities.  

As last year, there will be stalls for St Michael's 

Hospice, Bluebells (Sebastian Action Trust) and 

Leukaemia and Myeloma Research. For the first time 

we are including Caroline's Hedgehog Rehabilitation 

to help with her fundraising! I'm sure that many of you 

are aware of the time and effort that Caroline and her 

husband give to rehabilitating poorly or injured 

hedgehogs, not to mention the expense involved in 

their care. 

So, please come along and support the event. 
You'll be very welcome. 

Eldwyth Stacey  

 

 

 

 

chris
Text Box
An Invitation to attend the Mayor’s Variety Concert, Saturday 4 October, 7.30pm, at The Anvil, BasingstokeThe Worshipful, The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Colin Phillimore would be delighted if you would join him at the Mayor’s Variety Concert, guest starring Rick and Adam Wakeman, comedy ventriloquist Steve Hewlett, British Magic Champion Mark Shortland, the Marina School of Dance and many more.This one-off evening of stars from The Grand Order of Water Rats promises a night to remember.In aid of St Michael’s Hospice, the Whitchurch Swimming Pool Charity, and supporting The Grand Order of Water Rats' charitable fund.

chris
Text Box
Tickets:
	Adults £30, Over 65s £20, Under 16s £15 (includes £3 booking fee)

chris
Text Box
	The Anvil Box Office telephone number 01256 844244 
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Kindly sponsored byFor more information visit:
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events
or contact Katherine Jane, High St., Odiham

Featuring Schola Cantorum of Oxford
and a reading by Ed Chamberlin
Canapes, wine and mince pies

Doors open at 6pm, service starts at 7pm

TICKETS:
£40Tuesday 9th December | All Saint9s, Odiham

Carol Service
Friends of St. Michael9s Hospice

Scan the QR
code to book

up a 
Light

Life
Sunday 7 December

Charity Reg No (England and Wales): 1002856 | Tel: 01256 848848
St. Michael9s Hospice, Basil de Ferranti House, Aldermaston Road, Basingstoke, RG24 9NB

For further information visit stmichaelshospice.org.uk/LUAL

Location: St. Joseph9s Church, St Michael's Road,
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 6TY

Dedicate a light

Remember the past, support the present, and shine hope
into the future.

We9re holding two services for Light up a Life 2025,
please register for:

Service One: 3.30pm (arrival from 2.30pm) 
Service Two: 7pm (arrival from 6pm)
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Tony Haynes

• Interior & exterior decorating

• Wallpaper Hanging

• Free estimates

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Tel 01256 781339

Mob 07986 838212

haynesanthony09@gmail.com

Hayward Glass & Glazing
Traditional Putty Glazier

Misted Double Glazing

Splashbacks, Mirrors

Broken Windows

Original Leads
07868703983

Haywardglazing@gmail.com

www.haywardglassandglazing.co.uk

For Residential and Commercial 

Enquiries Please Call

07715 121620
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Goslings Garden & Fencing Services Ltd

All garden work undertaken

INCLUDING

Lawns & Rough-cutting

Strimming & Planting.

Borderwork, Pruning & Bark.

Hedge Cutting and Stump Grinding.

Fencing, Rotovating, Turfing, Seeding.

Jet Washing, Patios, Garden Shed erection.

Leaf clearing, Snow clearing.

FREE, Friendly, No obligation Quotes.

TELEPHONE : 01256 332680 or 07973 523246
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Oakley Ramblers 

O 

n 13 August, nine Oakley ramblers set off 
from Oakley on a hot and humid morning 
for a circular walk to Overton and back. We 

soon found that the cloud cover kept the 
temperature a little lower than recently and with 
plenty of water stops enjoyed the great views in our 
local area as we walked through Deane and Ashe.  

We arrived in Overton at 12:30 for a well-
deserved, delicious and relaxing lunch at the 
Overton gallery. After lunch, some of the group 
chose to take a bus back to Oakley and the rest 

walked back via Berrydown farm. We had a cooling 
rain shower on our return journey; a little rain was 
very welcome.  

We had the perfect weather for our 5½ mile walk 
from Faccombe to Ashmansworth and back on 24 
August. Four people and one dog set off from The 
Jack Russell pub to enjoy a section of the Wayfarer’s 
Way and quite a few hill climbs across beautiful open 
countryside, wildflower meadows and wooded paths. 

Of course, what goes up leads to the best views 
and we had a super clear day from the top of 
Pilot Hill, the highest point in Hampshire, for a 
wonderful panoramic scene across North 
Hampshire and Berkshire. We finished with a 
drink back at the pub. 
 Oakley Ramblers is a friendly and sociable 
group and always welcome visitors, who can try 
us out before joining. Our planned walk dates for 
October are Wednesday 8 and Sunday 26. 
Find us on Facebook or visit our website for 
more information. www.oakleyramblers.org. 

Corrine Thomas 
 

Woodland wellbeing 
walks - September 

Come and enjoy 
scenic walks around 
our local woods and 
fields,  
☕finishing with a 
sociable cuppa @ 
Methodist Chapel ☕️  
Start Point for Walks: 
Tuesday, 9 Sept @ 10 am - Village Pond ☕ 
B 

Tuesday 16 Sept @ 10 am - St John’s Rd lay
-by R 

Tuesday 23 Sept @ 10 am - East Oakley 
Village Hall [aka The Green Hut] ☕ B 

Other Details: 
Start time: 10 am 

Pace: gentle 

Duration: 1 hour approx 

Routes: varied 

B = walk led by Barbara [07722 757057]  
R = walk led by Richard [07549 021174] 

Barbara Robson 
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Probus Club hears about the 1961 
Portland Russian spy ring 

T he 1961 Russian spy ring in England 
involved several individuals who 
passed sensitive information to the 

Soviet Union during the Cold War, leading 
to a significant MI5 operation and trial. The 
spies operated undercover identities, using 
sophisticated methods such as microdots 
hidden in antique books and advanced radio 
transmissions to communicate classified 
data. 

The spies included American communists Lona 
and Morris Cohen posing as Helen and Peter Kroger, 
and Konon Molody as Gordon Lonsdale, with Harry 
Houghton recruited due to financial pressures and 
personal relationship with Ethel Gee, all operating 
amid Cold War tensions and nuclear research at the 
Admiralty Underwater Weapons Establishment in 
Portland, Dorset. 

MI5 coordinated the arrests in January 1961, 
followed by a secret trial at the Old Bailey in March, 
while maintaining much of the case's details 
confidential.  

Ethel Gee provided plans for Harry Houghton to 
pass to Gordon Lonsdale who reduced them to 
microdots. They were hidden in antique books sent by 
Peter Kroger to addresses in the Eastern Bloc. Helen 
Kroger operated a radio transmitter that enabled quick 
communication, which MI5 tracked to a bungalow in 
Ruislip, possibly using a secret aircraft prepared by 
speaker and Probus member, David Stiles. 

Gordon Lonsdale, Helen and Peter Kroger, Harry 
Houghton, and Ethel Gee received prison sentences 
ranging from 25 to 15 years, with some later 
exchanged in spy swaps and honoured as heroes of 
the Soviet Union in Russia. 

For more information about the Probus Club see 
www.probusbasingstoke.club or phone Secretary 

Andrew Barton on 07814 937202. 
Paul Flint 

 

 

 

 

Above: 
Southwell_Business_Park_
(ex-AUWE_Portland)_3 

 

Left: HMS 
Dreadnought 
Launch 

http://www.probusbasingstoke.club
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Graham Brown

CARPENTER AND JOINER

Designed and fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms

New replacement windows

New plastic cladding and Fascia

All general Home Maintenance

DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL

ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 780486    Mob: 07831 238291 

email: grahambrowncarpentry@hotmail.com

FENCING
50 years experience in all types of

domestic, commercial and industrial fencing.

Free estimation and good quality

workmanship are guaranteed.

SHERBORNE ST JOHN, RG24 9LP

TEL: 01256 358940 

MOBILE: 07780 990361

E-mail: fencing@ bobberryfencing.co.uk

WEB: www.bobberryfencing.co.uk
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Helping Older People in Hampshire Live and 
Age Well 

A 

ge Concern Hampshire offer a varied range of 
options to support older people in the county 
to live and age well. The charity9s Care and 

Wellbeing Centres make a significant difference to 
the lives of older individuals by providing vital 
services that promote health, wellbeing, social 
connection and independence. 

Maintaining physical activity, mental engagement 
and social connections becomes increasingly 
important as we age, playing a key role in supporting 
overall health and wellbeing. Age Concern 
Hampshire9s wellbeing groups and Care and 
Wellbeing Centres offer a variety of stimulating 
activities and a welcoming environment designed to 
nurture both mind and body. 

Loneliness and social isolation remain significant 
challenges for many older people, particularly those 
living alone. The charity addresses this through its 
Care and Wellbeing Centres, which offer safe, 
friendly spaces where individuals can build 
friendships, share meals, and take part in meaningful 
activities. 

In addition, the Help at Home service offers 
practical in-home support with everyday tasks such as 
cleaning, shopping, and companionship. This enables 
older people to maintain their independence, remain 
in the comfort of their own homes and reduce feelings 
of isolation. 

Family carers also benefit from tailored day care 
services at the Care & Wellbeing Centres, including 
specialist support for those caring for loved ones 

living with dementia. These services offer much-

needed respite and peace of mind. 
Each centre also offers a professional foot care 

service, which provides professional toenail cutting 
and basic foot health checks. Delivered by fully 
qualified foot health practitioners, the service is 
available at various locations across Hampshire as 
well as at our centres, supporting mobility, comfort 
and overall independence for older people.  

<Our mission is to support older people across 
Hampshire to live well and age well,= said Una 
Davey, Head of Commercial at Age Concern 
Hampshire. <Through a wide range of services 
including Care and Wellbeing Centres, Foot Care, 
Help at Home and Wellbeing Services, we aim to 
promote independence, reduce isolation and improve 
quality of life for individuals and their families.=  

For more information, please contact Age Concern 
Hampshire at 01965 868545 or visit 
ageconcernhampshire.org.uk  

Founded in 1985, Age Concern Hampshire 
provide services to the older community of 
Hampshire. The charity currently deliver support at 
their Care & Wellbeing centres throughout the 
county, as well as Foot Care clinics, Help at Home, 
Information via their Information Hub, Hospital to 
Home Services, Community Information Volunteer 
Services and a variety of other activities. Its mission 
is to help people 8Age well and Live well9.  

Sarah Jacobs 
 

More autistic adults in Basingstoke to benefit 
from social groups thanks to council grant 

T 

hanks to a new grant awarded to Autism 
Hampshire, more autistic adults in Basingstoke 
will be able to access vital social support. The 

leading local autism charity has received a grant of 
nearly £14,000 from Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council9s Strengthening Communities Grant Scheme. 
This will go towards expanding its Serendipity 
Community Groups - creating new spaces where 
autistic adults can connect, build friendships, and feel 
part of their community. The Strengthening 
Communities Grant Scheme supports local 
community and voluntary sector organisations to 
build capacity and sustainability. 

Autism Hampshire9s social groups offer a safe, 
welcoming space for autistic adults to build 
connections, and combat social isolation. The existing 
Basingstoke group currently supports 18 members 
and has a waiting list of 25. On average, 10 – 12 
people attend each meeting, with demand continuing 
to rise. 

Thanks to this new funding, Autism Hampshire 
will also be able to provide training and mentoring to 
help autistic individuals become peer leaders. 

As well as Serendipity Community Groups, 
Autism Hampshire also provides autism-focused 
training, supported living services, a Local Autism 
Directory, an alert card for emergency services and an 
Information, Advice and Guidance Team. For more 
information about Serendipity and Autism 
Hampshire9s services, please visit: 
autismhampshire.org.uk 

https://www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/
https://autismhampshire.org.uk
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This Space is Available

for YOUR Advertisement

Contact advertising@oakleylink.org.uk

for details and rates
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Whitchurch Silk Mill – October Highlights  

W 

hitchurch Silk Mill continues to thrive as a 
hub of creativity, heritage and community 
engagement. This October, the Mill offers a 

rich programme of events and workshops for all ages 
and interests.  
Workshops & Creative Experiences  

Looking for a thoughtful gift or a chance to learn 
something new? The Mill’s hands-on workshops are 
ideal for beginners and experienced crafters alike. 
Gift cards are available and can be redeemed for 
workshops, shop items, or café treats.  

Highlights include:  
Darning Workshop (11 Oct, 11 am – 1 pm): Learn 

to mend holes and extend the life of your favourite 
clothes. All materials provided. £35 per person. 

Weave a Wall Hanging (25 Oct & 6 Nov, 10 am & 
2 pm): Create your own woven artwork using tabletop 
looms. Small group tuition. £60 per person.  
Special Events  

Loom 10 Relaunch – A Final Strike (8 Oct, 5 – 7 
pm): Celebrate the return of one of the Mill’s historic 
looms after 18 months of conservation. The loom’s 
first project is a limited-edition silk designed by 
Lucina Carlos, inspired by military medal stripes and 
the Mill’s Waterloo clock. Tickets (£25) include a 
drink, Mill tour, talks by experts and early access to 
the new silk scarves.  

Talk: The Gems of the Mills Archive Trust (15 Oct, 
7 – 8:30 pm): Discover the fascinating history of 
milling through stories and artefacts shared by the 
Mills Archive Trust. £15 per person. Doors open at 
6:30 pm.  

Halloween Trail (29 Oct, 10:30 am – 12 pm or 
1:30 – 3 pm): A spooky adventure for families with 
ten themed activities and treat bags. £6 per child. 
Please book in advance and share dietary 
requirements.  

Silk Production Tour (4 Nov, 11 am – 12 pm): Go 
behind the scenes of silk weaving in a Victorian 
setting. Watch the looms in action and hear stories of 
past and present weavers. £25 per person. Sensible 
footwear required.  

Talk: Dark Satanic Mills or Grim Reality? (11 
Nov, 7 – 8:30 pm): Historian Dr Richard Marks 
explores Victorian factory life and the rise of trade 
unions. £15 per person. Doors open at 6:30 pm.  
Exhibition  

From Where I’m Standing by D J Norwood (13 
Sept – 30 Nov): A photographic journey along 
Hampshire rivers, capturing nature through daily 
observations and reflections. Free with Mill 
admission.  

Stay Connected  
Tickets are available via the Mill Shop or online at 

www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk. Follow the Mill on 
social media or subscribe to the newsletter for 
updates. For enquiries or to arrange alternative 
workshop dates, contact: 

info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk      01256 892065 

Sue Tapliss 
 

Help Shape Local Health & Care and be in 
with a chance to win a £25 Gift Card! 

A 

ction Hampshire is working with Healthwatch 
Hampshire to gather feedback from people 
across the county about their experiences with 

health and social care services. We especially want to 
hear from underrepresented groups such as rural 
communities like yours. 

Maybe you’ve had a great visit with your local 
GP, or perhaps you’ve struggled to get a dentist 
appointment. You might have had support from a 
social worker, or needed help from a paramedic. 
Whatever your experience, we’d love to hear about it. 
Your feedback helps make sure services are working 
well and meeting the needs of local communities. 

As a thank you, you’ll have the opportunity to 
enter our free Autumn Prize Draw to win one of three 
£25 One4All gift cards – perfect for a little treat.    Deadline: Sunday 26 October at midnight 
  Share your feedback here: bit.ly/
AutumnPrizeDrawHWH  

Let’s make sure rural voices are heard – your story 
could help shape better care for everyone. 

Anna Miles 

 

http://www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
mailto:info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XXT6BBMcM0eERkuYQ3vH3aQX0UNCJH1OviiFh6Fj-ShUM1JITDA5VVQ5MVFGNklFMklZVFU1WDI3SiQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XXT6BBMcM0eERkuYQ3vH3aQX0UNCJH1OviiFh6Fj-ShUM1JITDA5VVQ5MVFGNklFMklZVFU1WDI3SiQlQCN0PWcu
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Adrian Stanley
BSc(Hon) AA Tech Cert

Qualified & experienced

arborist

◼ All aspects of tree work 

& stump grinding

◼ Fully insured (£5m) –
free estimates

◼ Logs supplied

01256 763859

07766 256788

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com

PARTY LINE
Quality with Pride
CATERING EQUIPMENT HIRE 

PHONE FOR FREE CATALOGUE

China, Glasses, Cutlery, Linen, Cake Stands, Tables, Chairs, 

B-B-Q

BASINGSTOKE
Tel: 01256 469255

Mob: 07753 639845

www.partyline.co

Weller Mackrill
Chartered Certified Accountants

and Tax Advisers

Accounts

Tax & VAT Returns

PAYE & CIS

Company formations

IR35 advice

Tax planning

Free initial consultation

Weller Mackrill, South Building, 

Upper Farm, Wootton St Lawrence, Basingstoke. 

RG23 8PE

ACCA
paul@wellermackrill.co.uk

james@wellermackrill.co.uk

For a friendly and sensibly priced service

Please ring 

01256 782059

E-mail:

Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

Experts in loft  ladders & loft hatches, boarding, 

lighting & insulation

• De-clutter your home

• Create up to a third more space

• Gain safe & easy loft access

• No mess, no fuss, no subcontractors

01256 688648 WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

Barry Hare

Do you hate Painting & Decorating?

Would you like someone to do a neat & tidy job 

with no fuss?

If so, please phone me for a free estimate.

I have over 20 Years experience and will give a 

reliable service at a Competitive Price

07851 009418
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Hot tasty meals delivered to you at lunchtime 
by our caring team 

H 

ealth & Independent Living Support (HILS) 
helps people to stay happy, healthy and 
independent at home for as long as they wish. 

We are a not-for-profit charitable social enterprise 
who provide the Hampshire County Council’s meals 
on wheels service, delivering hot meals across 
Hampshire, 365 days a year.  

All our meals are nutritionally balanced, and we 
offer a wide range of delicious and nutritious hot 
meals and desserts. Our menus include meals that are 
low in fat, salt, allergen-free, or reduced sugars. We 
provide Kosher, Asian, Halal, and West Indian food, 
and can also provide Pureed, Minced & Moist, and 
Soft & Bite-sized food for people following special 
diets. 

The meals are delivered hot and ready to eat by 
our Community Team Members who are all DBS 
checked. Every visit includes delivery of a hot meal 

and dessert, along with a caring wellbeing check. Our 
Community Team Members will happily plate your 
meal up, fetch your cutlery, and offer you a glass of 
water. 
 Meals are delivered between 11:15 am and 2:15 
pm, and you will usually receive your meal at a 
similar time every day. You can order meals as a one-

off, temporarily, or for as long as you would like 
them.  
 Alongside your hot meal you can also order a Tea 
Pack which includes a sandwich or cream tea, dessert 
and a snack. These are delivered at the same time as 
your hot lunch time meal and are placed in your 
refrigerator to enjoy later. 

During the winter months it is important to keep 
yourself well and so try and keep moving as much as 
you can to help increase your body temperature whilst 
boosting your health with micronutrients such as 
Vitamins C, B6 and E, Zinc and Magnesium. 
Hydration is also key and so hydrate with plenty or 
water rich beverages like a mug of hot chocolate, or a 
warm soup or stew. 

To find out more about our meals on wheels 
service visit hils-uk.org or call us on 0330 2000 103.  
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HCC report Cllr Juliet Henderson 
Candovers Oakley and Overton 
Division 
Local government reorganisation  

F 

ollowing public and stakeholder 
engagement held this summer, 
the full County Council will meet 

on 24 September to consider final 
proposals for Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR). The Cabinet is expected to confirm the final 
proposal on 26 September, before it is submitted to 
Government.  
 The Government has asked councils across 
England to replace the current two-tier system, where 
county and district councils deliver separate council 
services and, instead, create unitary councils that 
deliver all local services. For Hampshire and the 
Solent area, this would see the County Council, 11 
district councils, and the unitary councils of 
Southampton, Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight 
replaced with fewer local authorities.  
 Hampshire9s current proposal, developed in 
partnership with East Hampshire District Council, 
recommends creating four new unitary councils: three 
on the Hampshire and Solent mainland and one for 
the Isle of Wight. This model is designed to be 
simpler, stronger and more secure, with local identity 
and community voice at its heart. 
 Councillor Nick Adams-King, Leader of 
Hampshire County Council, said, <We9re approaching 
a key moment in shaping a better future for local 
government in Hampshire and the Solent.  
 <I want to thank everyone who took part in our 
summer engagement. Your feedback is helping to 
shape a proposal that County Councillors will be 
considering very soon, before our final choice is 
submitted to Government later this month. It will then 
be for Government to decide on which options they 
formally consult the public - anticipated to be before 
the end of the year. 
 <In the meantime, our aim is clear: to protect and 
improve the vital services people rely on, ensure 
councils are financially strong for the future, and 
responsive to local needs. By creating councils that 
are large enough to be efficient, but local enough to 
stay connected to communities, we can give people a 
stronger voice in how their area is run. This is about 
securing a better future for Hampshire and the 
Solent.= 

 The LGR proposal is backed by independent 
analysis and Hampshire9s longstanding track record 
of delivering high-quality services - from Ofsted-rated 
8Outstanding9 Children9s Services to nationally 
recognised infrastructure and adult care programmes. 
Over the years, Hampshire has also supported other 
councils to help them keep their essential services 
running – most recently helping Isle of Wight Council 
with the provision of their Children9s Services and 

Public Health. This solid experience and commitment 
to public service are guiding the County Council9s 
approach to reform.  
 Findings from this summer9s engagement show 
strong public understanding of the issues around 
LGR. A total of around 5,000 people and 
organisations fed back to the County Council via its 
survey as well as wider engagement activity, with 
many recognising the potential benefits of reducing 
15 councils to four, alongside the potential for better 
access to services, cost savings, and stronger local 
identity and representation. 

Hampshire County Council already delivers 85% 
of all council services to 1.4 million residents, 
including children9s and adults9 social care, highways, 
and education. The current proposed model builds on 
this foundation, aiming to: 

Deliver better value for money 

Strengthen local leadership 

Bring services closer to communities 

Save around £50 million each year, helping protect 
frontline services to those most in need and ensure 
long-term financial sustainability 

Unlock the area9s potential to innovate and grow 
the local economy 

Once the County Council9s preferred option for 
LGR across Hampshire and the Solent area is 
submitted on 26 September, the Government is 
expected to consult the public later this year, with a 
final decision due in spring 2026.  
Reporting highways problems  
Please use the following links:  
Links to report road issues are here:  

Potholes: hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a
-problem/potholes   

Tree/hedge problems: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-aproblem/treehedge 

Flooding/drainage issues: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-aproblem/flooding   

Pavement problems: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/paving   

Broken or missing signs: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-aproblem/brokensigns   

Faulty street lights: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-aproblem/streetlight  

Faded or missing road markings: hants.gov.uk/
transport/highways/report-aproblem/road-markings  

Problems with rights of way: hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/
reportaproblem   

When reporting an issue, you9ll be sent an email 
confirming a reference number for the report. If you 
would like me to follow this up for you then do please 
forward that message to me and I will chase for you.  

Juliet Henderson Note: More from Juliet on page 37 
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Oakley Tennis Club 

S 

unday 7 September saw the club host its annual 
tennis tournament. There were 14 players taking 
part and several spectators came along too, 

which made for a lovely social afternoon. The 
weather behaved itself and everyone involved seemed 
to really enjoy the afternoon. Congratulations to our 
winner (the defending champion!) and runners up, 
and also a big thank you to everyone who took part.  

The total raised has not yet been finalised but 
hopefully there will be a decent amount to donate to 
our chosen charity, which is Sebastian's Action Trust 
in North Waltham sebastiansactiontrust.org, a very 
worthwhile charity. 

If you would like to be involved in the club please 
get in touch through our facebook page or on our 
website oakleytennisclub.org.uk 

Fran Martin 
 

Oakley 
Bowling 
Club News 

E 

xternal 

competition results have 
been mixed. Sue Dixon and 
Mary Varndell played in 
the Hampshire team that 
finished runners up in the 
inter County Over 60s team 
event. Alice Lovett was our 
only finalist in County 
events, being runner up in 
the Junior Singles and 
winner of the Junior Pairs. 
Ric Newson won the 

Whitchurch and District Over 60s Singles and, with 
Bob Goodyear, the Basingstoke and District Over 60s 
Pairs. We have not shone in leagues. Our <A= teams 
finished runners up in the Basingstoke Triples league 
and third in the Fours league whilst, in Division 1 of 
the Whitchurch League, the Buzzards team, produced 
a Houdini like escape, to avoid relegation.  

At Club finals, Sean Lassman narrowly missed out 
on a treble, last achieved in 2001. He began with a 21

-16 win over 
Ric Newson in 
the Open 
Singles, whilst 
in the Men's 
event Steve 
Devonish won 
21-14 against 
Bob Goodyear. 
 The Ladies’ 
Final was so 
close. Sue 
Dixon 
established a 
large early lead 
only for Janie 
Vickers to move 
ahead at 20-19. 
However, 

singles on the next two ends enabled Sue to lift the 
title. In the Two Bowl final, between Sean and Martin 
Vickers, the score was 11-10 after 15 ends, Sean, 
however, hit a purple patch scoring seven on the next 
four ends to achieve victory.  

The final match saw Sean and Janie play the Open 
Pairs Final against Angie Rowe and Rolf Denny. The 
latter pair led 7-0, but when three times previous 

 

 

BH Over 60s National Runners up 
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winners, Janie and Sean, took the lead at 9-8 it looked 
as if they might make it four titles. It was not to be. A 
five on the 10th end put Angie and Rolf in the driving 
seat and they went on to win 21-14. 

 Socially we have been active. The annual 
BBQ again proved a huge success. Attended by 
around 80 members and friends it was good to 
have so many newer members joining us. The 
weather was kind. We enjoyed thoroughly our 
popular guest singer, Kate Aherne, and the food 
provided by Graham and Amanda was 
excellent.  
 The tour saw 40 members stay at the York 
Hotel in Weston-Super-Mare. We won at 
Ashcombe Park, but Wednesday, at Clarence, 
was a wash out. Thursday saw us having a free 
day at Wells, but it was overshadowed by the 
sad news that Club stalwart Martin Smith, had 
passed away. Friday saw us at Ilminster, 
arguably the strongest Club in Somerset.  
 We tried to improve our chances by bringing 
in, as a guest, World and Commonwealth 
Games Gold medallist Louis Ridout. Louis 
skipped the highest winning rink, but we still 
lost. Leaving Ilminster for home, Ric announced 
that the Black Mark trophy for the most 
misdemeanours had been won by Wendy 
Aherne and that the Trophy for the best score 
had been won by Sally Day, with a little help 
from Louis!!  

Spencer Kerley 
 

 

 

 

Oakley winners 2025 
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Accountants & Tax Advice  

 GSI Accounts Ltd. 17 

  Weller Mackrill  Accountants 
 and Tax Advisers   32 

Alternative Healthcare  

 Reflections Hypnotherapy & 
 Holistic Healing 24 

Architects  

 Leo Mulkerns  Architects  17 

  Think Architecture  
  Consultants Ltd. 17 

  York Associates 17 

Audio Visual & TV Services  

 Horizon Aerials & Satellites  18 

  Xavier Gibson AV Services  32 

Bathrooms  

 Overton Bathroom Centre   23 

Beauty Services & Products  

 Lara's Beauty Workshop 11 

Builders  

 Block Paving Specialist   40 

  DG Construction Group  30 

  LDR Building Services  18 

Building Supplies  

 Oakley Landscaping  
  Supplies   11 

Car Servicing  

    ARG Automotive Ltd. 23 

  Bakers Recovery Ltd.   40 

  Blue Peter Garage 30 

Carpenters & Joiners  

 Graham Brown Carpenter and  
  Joiner  27 

  Russell Clark's Carpentry  
  Services   4 

Carpets & Flooring  

    Oakley Carpets & Furniture   11 

 

Catering  

    Party Line   32 

Chimney Sweeps  

    Smokeless Sweeps   4 

Computer Services  

    Candover Park Solutions  27 

Domestic Appliance Repair  

    B. Cooper Domestic Appliance 
  Repairs 4 

Dressmakers  

    Alterations and Repairs   24 

Electricians  

    A Sewell Limited 27 

  Paul Williams Electrician  12 

  Wired Electrical Services  29 

Fencing  

    Bob Berry Fencing   27 

Funeral Directors  

    L Titcombe & Family 9 

  Spencer & Peyton Limited 27 

Garden Services  

  Goslings Garden & Fencing   24 

  Green 'n' Tidy Gardens  23 

  Oakley Lawn Cutting   11 

  SW Contract Services   18 

  The  Green Room 17 

  Trees & Hedges 11 

  TreeScene  32 

Hairdressing  

   Hair Beauty  29 

  Mobile Hairdressing 4 

Health Care Services  

    cf foot clinic   23 

  Clear Ears  6 

  ItalDent  40 

  Oakley Osteopathic Clinic   18 

  Square One 29 

 

Heating and Plumbing Services
 Catlin Plumbing & Heating  40 

  Mark Smith Plumbing  
  and Heating 6 

  NJP Heating Services   12 

  Oakley Gas & Heating 9 

  Paul Baker Plumbing  
  & Heating  9 

  W G Shenton Plumbing  
  & Heating   24 

Home Improvements  

    Access4Lofts North  
  Hampshire   32 

  Field & Field 6 

  Sky View Roofing & Building 
  Services   29 

Home Maintenance  

    James Mccombie  
  Renovation 32 

  Oakley Handyman Services  23 

  Property Care 18 

Locksmith  

    CNG Locksmith Services  17 

Man and Van Service  

    Need A Van   4 

Memorial Masonry  

    Haven Memorials 4 

Nurseries and Playgroups  

   Acorns Nursery 12 

  St Leonard's Playschool   11 

  The Barn Nursery 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Painters & Decorators  

 Aaron Ford Decorating and   
  Home Projects 18 

  All Aspects 9 

  Barry Hare Painting  
  & Decorating 32 

  Haynes of Oakley  
  painter and decorator 23 

  PSC Decorating Services 9 

Pest Control  

    Pest Response Ltd. 12 

Pet Services & Supplies  

    Paws at Home Ltd. 18 

Plastering  

    Nick Goodall Plastering 12 

Pubs & Restaurants  

    The Barley Mow   6 

Roofing Contractors  

    ITC Roofing   9 

  JB Roofing 24 

Soft Furnishings 

    Honeysuckle Interiors 23 

Sport & Leisure  

    Beechdown Club   2 

Taxis  

    Oakley Chauffeur Services 30 

  Totally Airports 9 

Water Softeners  

    AMS Mayfair Ltd. 4 

Will Writer  

    Whitchurch Wills Limited 29 

Windows & Conservatories  

    Hayward Glass and Glazing   23 

  Oakley Windows   39 

  S J Hunt Windows  4 

  TF Windows and Doors   4 

CLASSIFIED LIST OF ADVERTISERS 

Extra HCC Report  
Hampshire Faces Major Funding Cuts Under 
Government’s 'Fair' Funding Review 

 I mentioned previously the risk to Hampshire from 
the Government's review of local government 
funding. Essentially this takes money from rural areas 
in the South and passes it to urban councils, 
particularly those in the North and Midlands.  
Hampshire County Council has now responded to the 
Government’s Fair Funding Review 2.04and we’re 
sounding the alarm. The proposed changes to how 
councils are funded could leave Hampshire 
significantly worse off, with many councils across the 
county facing real-terms cuts. 
 What’s happening? The new formula underestimates 
Hampshire’s needs and overestimates how much we 
can raise through council tax. It risks deepening our 
financial deficit and reducing vital services. 
Why it matters: without urgent changes, Hampshire’s 
councils could struggle to deliver essential services4
especially for vulnerable residents.  

Winter Fuel Payments – No Need to Apply! 
 I’ve seen reports from Hampshire Police about 
scammers posing as officials trying to <help= people 
access their Winter Fuel Payment. Let’s set the record 
straight: if you're eligible, the payment is 
AUTOMATIC. No one needs to contact you, and you 
don’t need to give out any info. Check the official 
details here: gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment 
 Be scam-savvy: Learn about current scams: BBC 
Article | Watch the video If you’ve shared financial 
info, call your bank on 159 Forward suspicious texts 
to 7726 and emails to report@phishing.gov.uk 

 Need support? Victim Care Hub 3 free, 
confidential help: hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk / 
0808 178 1641  
 Report anonymously: crimestoppers-uk.org / 0800 
555 111  
 In emergency: call 999 

 Even if this doesn't affect you 4 please share to 
protect someone who might be vulnerable. 

Cllr Juliet Henderson  



NOTE: If you wish to add an item or correct any entries, please send 
an email to:  john@oakleylink.org.uk   Last amended: 19/9/2025 

CHURCHES  

Church of England 

St Leonards (Oakley)  
St Lawrence (Wootton) 
All Saints (Deane) 

Website: 
www.oakleywithwootton.org.uk 

Church Office: St Leonard’s  Centre, 
Rectory Rd, Oakley 

Tel 782724    9:00 am -1:00 pm week-
days 

office@oww.church 

Revd Ben Kautzer ben@oww.church  
01256 420903 

Contacts for Deane:  
Deidre Coles - Warden Tel 781495 

YouTube channel: Search St Leonard’s Church Oakley for 
Church@Home and Kids@Home services. 
Methodist 
Chapel by the pond 

Website:  
 https://www.bhbcircuit.org.uk/
churches/oakley.html  
Hill Road adjacent to the village pond 
in East Oakley 

Revd Claire Simpson  
revclaire72@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01256 323103 

Roman Catholic 

St Joseph's and                      
St Bede's 

Website: 
www.stjosephsbasingstoke.org.uk  

171a St Michael’s Rd, Basingstoke, 
RG22 6TY  
Fr Paul Leonard, 
Parish Office -Tel: 323595 
o昀케ce@stjosephsbasingstoke.org.uk  

Community Church 

        
Websites:                                     
www.lifespringcommunitychurch.org 

 or www.hopebasingstoke.org  
St. Luke's Hall Overton  
or Sarum Hill Centre, Sarum Hill,   
Basingstoke 

Contact: John and Wendy Thurston 
(780135)  
or Paul and Ann Davis (782769)  

VILLAGE HALLS  

East Oakley Village Hall ("Green Hut") - Hill Road Booking Secretary  07788 423252  or email: booking@oakleygreenhut.co.uk                              
Website: www.oakleygreenhut.co.uk 

St. John's Centre - St. John's Road Contact Church Office:  782724 

Oakley Village Hall - Andover Road Contact: 781229 

St Leonards Centre - Rectory Road Contact Church Office:  782724 

Village Shops 
  

Annie's Oakley - Meon Road   

Cakes by Maze - Rectory Road 07349 888237 

Coop - Oakley Lane  780857 

Craft Kits N Bits - 4 Rowan Tree Road 020 3488 5499 

Hair Beauty - Meon Road 780745 

Honeysuckle Interiors - Meon Road 780831 

Lara's Beauty Workshop - Meon Road 07726 207203 

One Stop - Oakley Lane 780227 

V&B Butchers - The Vale 780323 

Village Café, Jolly Olly’s - Oakley Lane 782658 

Village Pharmacy - The Vale  782381 

Oakley Scout Group 
TBD 

  oakley@bwds.org.uk 

Oakley Girlguiding Caroline Lloyd 

  c45lloyd@outlook.com 

LOCAL INFORMATION     

Oakley Community Association   

Secretary - Eve Askew, www.ocaoakley.org.uk,   

OCAoakley@live.co.uk   

Councillors & Politicians   

Member of Parliament, Basingstoke   

Luke Murphy - luke.murphy.mp@parliament.uk  07946 617981 

47 Winchester Street, Basingstoke, RG21 7EF    

   

Parish Councillors:    

Fred Bullions  

Vaughn Burns  

Dave Condliffe  

Ken Crafer  

Ian Ellison  

Trevor Green (Vice Chair)  

Amanda Hayman   

Gary McAllister (Chair)  

Alex Rowley   

  

Parish Clerk : Nicola Beere, 1 Station Road, Oakley  

clerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk    or  07983 500372  
Assistant Clerk: Kelly Green  

assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk  

Borough Councillors:   

Paul Gaskell  Cllr.Paul.Gaskell@basingstoke.gov.uk 07812 894479 

Hannah Golding 07305 123671  
cllr.hannah.golding@basingstoke.gov.uk    

Julian Jones Cllr.Julian.Jones@basingstoke.gov.uk 0794 6475700  
County Councillor:  Juliet Henderson   

juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk 862413 

Estate Agents   

Brockenhurst Estate Agents, 6 Rectory Rd   700280 

Police  -  101 or 999 in an emergency   

Gas  Emergencies  0800 111 999 

Health (111 or 999 in emergency)   

Defibrillators (Call 999 first) are located at:   

The Fox   

The Barley Mow   

The Green Hut (Hill Road) 
  

The Infant School, 
The Cricket Club   

Peter Houseman Field.    

Doctors’ Surgery  0333 034 1033  
Out of hours call   111 
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R.J.YEATES
BLOCK PAVING SPECIALIST

· Block Paved & Tarmac Driveways 

· Turfing & Astroturf Lawns 

· Brickwork 

· Patios

Contact Rob for a free quote: 01256 396879 

07799 486439

Email: rob.yeates@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: WWW.RJYEATESBLOCKPAVING.CO.UK


